
Cueca Guitar Strumming Pattern 

Designed by Gabriel Montt, Professor at the Projazz Instituto Profesional – Chile 

Outcomes: 

• Apply an understanding of the rhythmic guitar accompaniment of the cueca 

Length: 

• 45 minutes 

Knowledge Required: 

• Basic knowledge of rhythm and rhythmic notation 
• Basic time signatures (3/4, 4/4, 6/8) 
• Basic knowledge of guitar chords and triads 

Materials: 

• Guitar 
• Computer with a browser such as Chrome, Safari or Firefox, to access the Berklee PULSE 

website 
• Projector, PA system 
• Staff Paper (pdf) 
• History of the Cueca (pdf) 
• Los Lagos De Chile Score (pdf) 
• Pencil 

Listening Examples: 

• Lucho Barrios – La Joya Del Pacifico 
• Violeta Parra – Gracias A La Vida 

Instructional Activity Ideas: 

History of the Cueca (10 mins) 

1. Introduce the cueca style of music by reviewing the History of the Cueca (pdf) handout. 

2. Listen to the listening examples above. 

Basic Rhythmic Accents for Picking/Strumming Hand (10 mins) 

3. Lead students through the technics below using their guitars. 



  

 

  

4. Students perform the basic strumming pattern below, accenting beats (2,3) in ¾ time signature. This 
pattern can be played using an open G major chord. 

  

 

  

5. Students perform strumming pattern below, now accenting beats (1, 2, AND, 3) in ¾ time signature. 
This pattern can be played using an open G major chord. 

  

 

  

Harmonic and Rhythmic Variations (10 mins) 

6. Students perform strumming pattern with an alternating 4 over 3 rhythm (creating a sensation of 
delaying the beat/pulse). This rhythmic characteristic is called the hemiola, which shifts between triple 
and duple meter. 



 

  

Los Lagos De Chile (15 mins) 

7. Students will rehearse the Chilean tune "Los Lagos De Chile." Practice combining the strumming 
pattern with the melody and text provided. 
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